At this time of year, we recall with gratitude those who have passed
away and whose memory is dear to us. We remember family, friends
and those who have been part of our community. While we may have
sadness in our hearts that they are no longer with us, we trust that we
can hand our dear ones over to the eternal Father in whose loving
presence they will live forever.

You may light a candle in memory of loved one you wish to
remember.

Liturgy of the Word

A Reading from the Book of Ecclesiastes:
There is a time for everything,
and a season for every activity under the heavens:
a time to be born and a time to die,
a time to plant and a time to uproot,
a time to kill and a time to heal,
a time to tear down and a time to build,
a time to weep and a time to laugh,
a time to mourn and a time to dance,
a time to scatter stones and a time to gather them,
a time to embrace and a time to refrain from embracing,
a time to search and a time to give up,
a time to keep and a time to throw away,
a time to tear and a time to mend,
a time to be silent and a time to speak,
a time to love and a time to hate,
a time for war and a time for peace.
What do we gain from all our work? | know the heavy burdens that
God has laid on us.
He has set the right time for everything. He has given us a desire to
know the future,
But never gives us the satisfaction of fully understanding what he
does.
The Word of the Lord

A Reading from the Gospel of Matthew

Come to me, all you who are weary and burdened, and | will give you
rest. Take my yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am gentle and
humble in heart, and you will find rest for your souls. For my yoke is easy
and my burden is light.
The Gospel of the Lord

Reflection

In our Catholic tradition of remembering the dead we are living out our
faith in the fact that we belong to a community that goes way beyond our
family, our school or our parish. We belong to a community that reaches
beyond the grave and which reminds us that: Lover never ends (1Cor
13:8). We belong to the Communion of Saints, the Mystical Body of
Christ. This is a community that invites to know that in times of great
sadness we are never alone, that we are linked to one another through
an unbreakable bond of love.

The month of November begins with the two days of remembering which
give us a chance to recall this — All Saints Day and All Souls Day. These
are days of great hope and love because they invite us to think about how
blessed we have been in the family members and friends who have gone
before us. They have given us so much and taught us so much and these
are treasures that are not lost with the passage of time as the first reading
reminds us.

These days also allow us to feel the pain of our loss, something we must
do if we are to grieve properly. We are reminded in the Gospel reading
that Jesus asks us to not be afraid to bring our burdens to him. He knows
our pain and wants us to find our peace in him. These days also
encourage us not only to pray for our departed friends but also to pray to
them, knowing that through our faith we are linked by a love that never
ends. They also remind us of how we in our community might support
and encourage one another at times of suffering and loss. We are not
only a community of faith we are also a community of care and
compassion. So, in that spirit let us pray now in faith.



Let us pray for those who parted from this life and whose soul continues

to live with God.

1. Let us give thanks for their lives, their gifts, and the love we shared.
Lord hear us

2. We pray for those who are grieving. Our grief is a sign of our deep
love for those we have lost. We ask God to comfort those who mourn
and touch the depth of their sadness with tenderness and a sense of
peace. We call on our Mother, Mary to comfort those of us who grieve
and to hold us as one who understands our deep loss.
Lord hear us

3. Lord, we remember those who died suddenly or through
violence. We ask you to be with their loved ones in a special way as
they come to terms with the tragedy of their loss. We pray in a special
way for peace in our world, in our communities and in our
homes. May we learn to love one another with the compassionate
love of God.
Lord hear us

We gather all our own prayers together as we pray in the words that
Jesus taught us

Our Father, who art in heaven,

hallowed be thy name.

thy kingdom come,

thy will be done

on earth as it is in heaven.

Give us this day our daily bread,

and forgive us our trespasses,

as we forgive those who trespass against us.
and lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.

Concluding Prayer:

Loving God, we thank you for the opportunity to come together with you
to remember those of our families and friends that have gone before us.
We trust in your love for all people and pray that each of those we have
remembered will always be in your loving presence and that we may
know and share your love at all times during our lives. This prayer we
make through Christ Our Lord.
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